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Turntiim out again, you unneceflary, ufelefs, giddybrain'd 
afs ! Otway s Venice Preferved. 

Gi'ddyheaded. adj. [ giddy and head. ] Without thought or 
caution 3 without fteadinefs or conftancy. 

And fooner may a gulling weather fpy. 

By drawing forth heav’n’s fcheme defcry 
What fafoion’d hats or ruffs, or fuits, next year* 

Our giddyheaded antick youth will wear. Donne. 

T hat men are fo mifaffedted, melancholy, giddyheaded, 
hear the teftimony of Solomon. Burton on Melancholy. 

Gi'ddypaced. adj. [ giddy and pace. ] Moving without regu- 
larity. 

More than light airs, and recollected terms, 

Of thefe moft brifk and giddypaced times. Sbakefpeare. 

Gi'er-eagle. n. f [Sometimes it is written jer-eagle. ] An 
eagle of a particular kind. 

Thefe fowls (hall not be eaten, the fwan and the pelican, 
and the gier-eagle. Lev. xi. 18. 

Gift. n.f [from give."] 

1 . A thing given or beftowed 3 fomething conferred without 
price. 

They prefented unto him gifts, gold, and frankincenfe and 
myrrh. Afat.il 1 1. 

Recall your gift , for I your pow’r confefs 3 
But firfl: take back my life, a gift that’s lefs. Dryd. Aureng. 

2. The aCt of giving. 

No man has any antecedent right or claim to that which 
comes to him by free gift. South's Sermons . 

3. Oblation 3 offering. 

Many nations {hall come with gifts in their hands, even 
gifts to the king of heaven: Tob. xiii. 11. 

4. A bribe. 

Thou (halt not wreft judgment, thou {halt not refpeCt per- 
fons, neither take a gift ; for a gift doth blind the eyes of the 
wife. Deuter. xvi. 19. 

5. Power; faculty. 

And if the boy have not a woman’s gift. 

To rain a fliower of commanded tears, 

An onion will do well for fuch a fhift. Shakefpcare. 

He who has the gift of ridicule, finds fault with any thing 
that gives him an opportunity of exerting his beloved talent. 

Addi fan’s Spectator, N 9 . 291. 

Gi'fted. adj. [from gift.] 

1. Given; bellowed. 

Made of my enemies the fcorn and gaze, 

To grind in brazen fetters, under talk, 

With my heav’n gifted ftrength. Milton's Agonijles. 

2. Endowed with extraordinary powers. It is commonly ufed 
ironically. 

Two of their gifted brotherhood, Hacket and Coppinger, 
got up into a peafe-cart, and harangued the people to difpofe 
them to an infurreClion. Dryd. Rel. Laid , Preface. 

There is no talent fo pernicious as eloquence, to thofe who 
have it not under command : women, who are fo liberally 
gifted by nature in this particular, ought to ftudy the rules of 
female oratory. Addforis Freeholder , N°. 23. 

Gig. n.f [Etymology uncertain.] 

1. Any thing that is whirled round in play.] 

Playthings, as tops, gigs, battledores, {hould be procured 
them. Locke. 

2. [Gigia, Illandick.] A fiddle. Now out of ufe. 

Gi'gantick. adj. [ gigantes , Latin.] Suitable to a giant; 

big; bulky ; enormous ; likewife wicked; atrocious. 

Others from the wall defend 
With dart and jav’lin, (tones, and fulphurous fire ; 

On each hand daughter and gigantick deeds! Milt. Pa. Loft. 

I dreadhim not, nor all his giant-brood. 

Though fame divulg’d him father of five fons, 

All of gigantick fize, Goliah chief. Milton' s Agonijles. 

The fon of Hercules he juftly feems. 

By his broad Ihoulders and gigantick limbs. Dryden's Ain. 

The Cyclopean race in arms arofe ; 

A lawlefs nation of gigantick foes. Pope's Odyjfey, b. vi. 

To GIGGLE. v.n. [ gichgelen , Dutch.] To laugh idly; to 
titter ; to grin with merry levity. It is retained in Scotland. 

Gi'ggler. n.f [from giggle.] A laugher; a titterer 3 one 
idly and foolifhly merry. 

A fad wife valour is the brave complexion, 

That leads the van, and fwallows up the cities: 

The giggler is a milk-maid, whom infection, 

Or the fir’d beacon, frighteth from his ditties. Herbert . 

We {hew our prefent, joking, giggling race; 

True joy confifts in gravity and grace. Garrick's Epilogue. 

Gi'glet. n.f [geajl, Saxon ; geyl, Dutch 3 gillet, Scottifli, is 
{fill retained.] A wanton; alafeivious girl. Now out of ufe. 

Young Talbot was not born 

To be the pillage of a giglet wench. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

The fam’d Caffibelan was once at point. 

Oh giglet fortune ! to matter Caefar’s fword. Shak. Cymbel. 
Away with thofe giglet s too, and with the other confederate 
companion. Sbakefpeare' s Meafure for Meafure. 


GIL 

Gl'GOT. n.f. [French.] The hip joint. 

To GILD. V. a. pret. gilded, or girt. [ ^ffban, Saxon."] 

1 . To wafii over with gold 3 to cover with foliated gold. 

The room was large and wide. 

As it fome gilt or folemn temple were ; 

Many great golden pillars did uprear 
The maffy roof, and riches huge fuffain. Fairy Queen b " 
Gilded wood may worms infold. Shak. Mereh. of 
To gild refined gold, to paint the lily, ' mce ' 

To throw a perfume on the violet. Sbakefpeare.' s K 7 1 
And the gilded car of day ' 

His glowing axle doth allay 

In the fteep Atlantick ftream. Milto 

Purchafing riches with our time and care, 

We lofe our freedom in a gilded fnare. Rofcoinmc 

When Britain, looking with a juftdifdain 
Upon this gilded majefty of Spain, 

And knowing well that empire mutt decline, 

Whofe chief fupport and finews are of coin. Waller 
Her joy m gilded chariots, when alive ; 

And love of ombre after death furvive. . p 0 , ( 

2. To cover with any yellow matter. ■ 

Thou did’ft drink 

The ftale of horfes and the gilded puddle. 

Which beafts would cough at. Shake]'. Ant. andC'eobatra 

3. To adorn with luftre. 

No more the rifing fun {hall gild the morn, 

Nor ev’ning Cynthia fill her filver horn. Pope’s MeJJiah. 

4. To brighten ; to illuminate. 

The lightfome paflion of joy was not that trivial, vanilh- 
ing, fuperficial thing, that only gilds the apprehenfion and 
plays upon the furface of the foul. . South. 

5. To recommend by adventitious ornaments. 

For my part, if a lie may do thee grace, 

I’ll gild it with the happieft terms I have. Shakef. Hen. IV. 

Yet, oh ! th’ imperfedt piece moves more delight ; 

’Tis gilded o’er with youth, to catch the fight. Dryd. Auren, 
Gi'lder. n.f. [from gild.] 

1 . One who lays gold on the furface of any other body. 

Gilders ufe to have a piece of gold in their mouth, to draw 
the fpirits of the quickfilver. Bacon’s Natural Hijlory. 

We have here a gilder, with his anvil and hammer. 

Notes on the Odyjfey. 

2 . A coin, from one. {hilling and fixpence, to two {hillings. Phil. 

I am bound 

ToPerfia, and want gilders for my voyage. Sbakefpeare. 
Gi'lding. n.f [from gild.] Gold laid on any furface by way 
of ornament. 

Silvering will fully and canker more than gilding, which, 
if it might be corredled with a little mixture of gold, there is 
profit. Bacon’s Phyf Rem. 

The church of the Annunciation, all but one corner of it, 
is covered with ftatues, gilding, and paint. Addifon on Italy. 
Could laureate Dryden Pimp and Fry’r engage, 

And I not ftrip the gilding off a knave, 

Unplac’d, unpenfion’d, no man’s heir or Have? Pope’s Hor: 
Gill. n.f. [agulla, Spanifh ; gula, Latin.] 

1 . The apertures at each fide of a fifo’s head. 

The leviathan, 

Stretch’d like a promontory, fleeps or fwims, 

And feems a moving land ; and at his gills 

Draws in, and at his trunk fpouts out a fea. Milt. P. Lofl. 

Fifhes perform their refpiration under water by the gills x 

Ray on the Creation. 

He hath, on the bottom of his fides, two gill-fins ; not be- 
hind the gills, as in moft fifties, but for a good part before 
them. Walton. 

’Till they, of farther paffage quite bereft. 

Were in the mafh with gills entangl’d left. King’s Fijherman. 

2. The flaps that hang below the beak of a fowl. 

The turkeycock hath great and fwelling gills, and the hen 
hath lefs. Bacon's Natural Hijlory. 

3. The flefh under the chin. 

In many there is no palenefs at all 3 but, contrariwife, red- 
nefs about the cheeks and gills, which is by the fending forth 
of fpirits in an appetite to revenge. Bacon's Natural Hijlory. 

Like the long bag of flefh hanging down from the gills of 
the people in Piedmont, Swift. 

4. [Gilla, barbarous. Latin.] A meafure of liquids containing 
the fourth part of a pint. 

Every bottle mutt be rinced with wine : fome, out of mif- 
ftaken thrift, will rince a dozen with the fame : change the 
wine at every fecond bottle : a gill may be enough. Swift. 

5. [From gillian , the old Englifh way of writing Julian , or 
Juliana .] The appellation of a woman in ludicrous lan- 
guage. 

I can, for I will. 

Here at Burley o’ th’ Hill, 

Give you all your fill. 

Each Jack with his Gill. Ben. Johnfon’s Gyffos. 

6. Th* 
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6 The name of a plant ; ground-ivy. 

Malt liquor medicated with ground-ivy. 

BiTlhouse. n.f [ gill and houfe, ] A houfe where gill is 

f ° ld ' Thee {hall each alehoufie, thee each gillhoufe mourn, 

And anfw’rine einfhops fourer fighs return. Pope. 

Gillyflower. «./ [Either corrupted from July floiver, or 

foca!le , d from the month 
they blow in, are of a very great variety ; but they may be 
reduced to thefe forts ; red and white, purple and white, 
fcarlet and white, the various kinds of which are too many 

Mortimer s Husbandry. 

t0 In July come gillyflowers of all varieties. Bacon, EJfay 47. 

Fair is the gillyflow'r of gardens fweet. 

Fair is the marygold, for pottage meet. Gays Pqflorals. 

Gilt, n. f [fomgild.] Golden fhow; gold laid on the fur- 
face of any matter. Nowobfolete. 

Our gay nefs and our gilt are all belmircn a, 

With rainy marching in the painful field. Shakef. Hen. V. 
When thou waft in thy gilt , and thy perfume, they mockt 
thee for too much curiofity : in thy rags thou know’ft none, 
but art defpis’d for the contrary. Shakef. Timon of 

The double gilt of this opportunity you let time wafti oft. 

Sbakefpeare’ s Twelfth Night. 

Gilt. The participle of Gild, which fee. 

Where the gilt chariot never mark’d its way. Pope. 

Gi'lthead. n. f. [gilt and head.] A feafifti. Dill. 

Gilt-tail, n.f [ gilt and tail. ] A worm fo called from 
his yellow tail. 

GiM. adj. [An old word.] Neat ; fpruce ; well drefled. 

Gi'mcrack. n.f. [Suppofed by Skinner ta be ludicroufly formed 
from gin, derived from engine.'] A flight or trivial mecha- 
nifin. 

For though thefe gimcracks were away. 

However, more reduc’d and plain. 

The watch would ftill a watch remain ; 

But if the horal orbit ceafes, 

The whole ftands ftill, or breaks to pieces. Prior. 

What’s the meaning of all thefe trangranis and gim- 
eracksF What, in the name of wonder, are you going 
about, jumping over my matter’s hedges, and running- your 
lines crofs his grounds ? Arbidhnot’s Hifl. of J. Bull. 

Gi'mlet. n.f. [ gibelet , guirnbelet, French.] A borer with a 
lcrew at its point. 

The gimlet hath a worm at the end of its bit. Moxon. 

Gi'mmal. n.f. [Suppofed by Skinner and Ainfivorth to be derived 
from gimellus , Latin, and to be ufed only of fomething confift- 
ing of correfpondent parts, or double. It feems rather to be gra- 
dually corrupted from geometry or geometrical.] Some little 
quaint devices or pieces of machinery. Har.mer. 

I think by fome odd gimmals or device 
i Their arms are fet like clocks, ftill to ftrike on, 

Fife they could not hold out fo as they do. Shakef Hen.V I. 

Gi'mmer. n.f [See Gimmal.] Movement 3 machinery. 

The holding together of the parts of matter has fo con- 
founded me, that i have been prone* to conclude with myfelf, 
that the gimmers of the world hold together not fo much by 
geometry as fome natural magick. More’s Divine Dialogues. 

Gimp. n. f. [See Gim. Gimp, in old Englifli, is neat, fpruee.] 
A kind of filk twill or lace. 

Gin. n.f. [from engine.] 

1. A trap 3 a fnare. 

As the day begins. 

With twen ty gins we will the final! birds take, 

And paftime make. Sidney, b. -i. 

Which two, through treafon and deceitful gin , 

Hath {lain fir Mordant. Fairy K)ueen , b. ii. 

So ftiives the woodcock with the gin 3 
So doth the cony druggie in the net. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Be it by gins, by fnares, by fubtiity. Shakef. Fieri. VI. 

If thofe, who have but fenfe, can fhun 
The engines that- have them annoy’d ; 

M Little lor me had reafon done, 

W* 1 couW not thy gins avoid. Ben. Johnfn's Fcrefl. 

I know thy trains. 

Though dearly to m-y coft, thy gins and toils ; 

No more on me have pew’r, their force is null’d. 

He made a planetary gin. 

Which rats would rim their own heads in, 

And come on purpofe to be taken, 

Without th’ expenee of cheefe and bacon. Hudibras, p. ii. 

Keep from flaying fcourge thy {kin, 

And ankle free from iron gin. Hudibras, p. i. cant. 2. 

2 * Any thing moved with ferews, as an engine of torture. 

1 ) phseus’ joints were flretched on a gw. Fairy Queen. 

3 * A pump worked by rotatory fails. 

A bituminous plate, alternately yellow and black, formed 
by water driveling on the outfide of the gin pump of lMoftvn 
C pp P ‘ t5 - „ WM-JardonFoiu. 

4 ' te aed fFom ClENF ' VA > wh!ch fee -] The fpirit drawn 
D y diitiUation from juniper berries. 


Milton . 
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This calls the church to deprecate our fin, 

And hurls the thunder of our laws on gin. Pope, Dial. I. 

Thee (hall each alehoufe, thee each gillhoufe mourn, 
And anfyv’ring gin {hops fourer fighs return. Folds Dunciad. 

GINGER, n. f. [ zinziber, Latin; ginger 0, Italian.] 

The flower confifts of five leaves, which are fhaped fome- 
what like thofe of the iris: thefe are produced in an head or 
club, each coming out of a feparate leafy fcaie. I he ovary 
afterwards becomes a triangular fruit, having three cells which 
contain their feeds. Miller, 

The root of ginger is of the tuberous kind, knotty, crooked 
and irregular \ of a hot, acrid* and pungent taite, though 
aromatick, and of a very agreeable fined. I he Indians eat 
both the young (hoots of the leaves and the roots themfeives, 
cut fmall in their fallads, and make an excellent lweetmeat 

excellent carminative and fto- 
Hi 'd’s Mat. Aledica. 


Ginger is an 


of them, 
machick. 

Or wafting ginger round the ftreets to go, 

And vifit alehoufe where ye’ firfl: did grow. Pope s Dunciad . 

Ganger bread, n.f. [ginger and bread.] A kind of fari- 
naceous fweetmeat made of dough, like that of bread 61 bif- 
cuit, fweetened with treacle, and flavoured with ginger and 
fome other aromatick feeds. It is fometimes gilt. 

An’ I had but one penny in the world, thou fhculd’ft have 
it to buy gingerbread. Shakefp ear e s Love? s Labour Lojl, 

Her currans there and goofeberries were fpreud. 

With the enticing gold of gingerbread. King’s Cookery, 
’Tis a lofs you are not here, to partake of three weeks 
froft, and cat * gingerbread in a booth by a fire upon the 
Thames. _ Swift. 

Gi'ngerly. adv. [I know not whence derived.] 1 Cautioufiy, 
nicely. 

What isft that you 

Took up- fo- gingerly ? Sbakefpeare’ s Two Gent, of Verona . 

Gi'ngerness. n.f Nicenefs; tendernefs. Dili, 

Gi'ngival. adj. [gingiva, Latin.] Belonging to the gums. 
Whilft the Italians fti<Tve to cut a thread in their pronun- 
ciation between D and J , fo to fweeten it, they make the 
occlufe appulfe, efpecially the gingival, fofter than we do, 
giving, a little of pervioufnefis. Holder’s Elements of Speed. ., 

To Gin'gle. v. n. 

1. To utter a (harp clattering noife; to utter a {harp noife ia 
quick fuccefiion. 

The foot grows black that was with; dirt embrown’d, 

And in thy pocket gingling halfpence found. . ; Gafs Trivia . 

Once, we confefe, beneath the patriot’s, cloak, 

From the crack’d bag the dropping guinea (poke, 

And gingling down the backftairs, told the crew, 

Old Cato is as great a rogue as you. Popds EpiJUes . 

2. To make an affected found in periods cr cadence. 

To Gi'ngle. v. a. To {hake fo that a {harp- (brill clattering 
noife fhould be made. 

Her infant grandame’s whiffle next it grew 3 
The bells foe gingled, and the whittle blew. Pope. 

Gi'ngle. n.f [from the verb ] 

1. A ftirill rfefounding lioife. 

2. Affedlation in the found of periods. 

Gi'nglymoid. adj. [ and Refembling a 

ginglymus ; approaching to a ginglymus. 

The malleus lies along, fixed to the tympanum, and on the 
other end is joined to the incus by a double or ginglymoid 

Holder’s Elements f Speech . 

Gi'nglymus. n. f. [gjnglime, French.] A mutual indenting 
of two bones into each other’s cavity, of which the elbow is 
an inftanee. ^ ll ifeman. 

Gi'nnet. n.f. [ yln(&. ] A nag 3 a mule; a degenerated 
breed. Hence, according to fome, but, I believe, erroneoufly, 
a Span ilk gennet, improperly written for ginnet. 

Gi'nsenc. n.f [I fuppo.fe Chinefe . j A root brought lately 
into Europe. It never grows to any great fize, and is of a 
brownifli colour on the outfide, and fomewhat yellowifti 
within ; and fo pure and fine, that it feems almoft tranfparent. 
It is of a very agreeable and aromatick fmell, though not very 
ftrong.. Its tafte is acrid and aromatick, and has fomewhat 
bitter in it. We have it from China; and there is of it 
in the fame latitudes in America. The Chinefe value this 
root fo highly, that it fells with them for three times its weight 
in filver. The Afiaticks in general think the ginfeng almoft 
an univerfal medicine. The virtues moft generally believed 
to be in it are thofe of a reftorative, and a cordial 
The European phyficians efleem it a good medicine in con- 
vul lions, vertigoes, and all nervous complaints; and recom- 
mend it as one of the beft reftoratives known Hill 

It”£v ^ f r J ° take ° ut f the f uts °f hirings. BmU ,\ 

toi 1 b Y. n.J. [ Corrupted from Egyptian ; for when they firft 
appeared in Europe they declared, and perhaps truly, that they 
were driven from Egypt by the Turks. They are now min- 
gled with all nations.] 

1. A vagabond who pretends to foretell futurity, commonly by 
palmeltry or phyfiognomy. ' 

The butler, though he is fure to lofe a knife, a fork, or a 
fpoon every t.me his fortune is told him, flruti himfelf uo in 
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